Department of Transportation

Research and Special Programs Administration

Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee Charter

1. Purpose. This charter of the Technical Pipeline Safety
Standards Commttee is prepared and renewed in accordance
with the Federal Advisory Commttee Act (FACA) enacted
Cct ober 6, 1972.

2. Background. Section 4 of the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act
of 1968 (NGPSA) authorizes the establishment and prescribes
the duties of the Technical Pipeline Safety Standards
Committee. The Committee was established January 2, 1969, by
t he appoi ntnment of 15 nenbers. Since its establishnment, the
Committee has nmet fromtine to time to review and to report
on proposed Federal gas pipeline safety standards submtted
to it by the Departnent of Transportation (DOT).

3. Sponsor. The Research and Special Prograns Adm nistration
(RSPA) is the Commttee sponsor. The Associ ate Adm nistrator
for Pipeline Safety is designated the Executive Director of
the Commttee and shall be the DOT official authorized to
call or adjourn neetings, approve the agenda, and ot herw se
monitor the Commttee's neetings and progress.

4. Committee Objectives and Duties. The Executive Director shall
submt to the Conmttee for its consideration any notice of
proposed gas pipeline safety standards published in the
Federal Register (including both new standards and anmendnents
to existing standards). Wthin 90 days after receipt by the
Commi ttee of any such proposal, the Commttee shall prepare a
report on the technical feasibility, reasonabl eness, and
practicability of the proposal.

Each report by the Commttee, including any mnority views,
shall, if tinely made, forma part of the proceedings for the
promul gati on of the standard and be incorporated in the
preanbl e published with the final rule in the Federa

Regi ster. The RSPA Adm nistrator may prescribe a fina
standard at any tinme after the 90th day follow ng a
proposal's subm ssion to the Conm ttee, whether or not the
Comm ttee has reported on such proposal. The Adm nistrator
shal | not be bound by conclusions of the Commttee, but in
the event that the conclusions of the ngjority of the current
menbers of the Commttee are rejected, the reasons for
rejection shall also be incorporated in the preanble of the
final rule (NGPSA, section 4, and 49 CFR 1.53).

| f the proposed gas safety standard is submtted as a D rect
Final Rule and is approved by the Committee, mnority views

April 2, 1998



Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee Page 2

wll not be treated as adverse comments unl ess they are
submtted to the docket.

The Comm ttee may propose safety standards to the Executive
Director for his or her consideration of natural gas pipeline
facilities. The Conmttee nmay review and report on ot her
matters related to DOT's gas pipeline safety rul emaking
function as presented by the Executive Director. The
Commttee may al so be requested by the Executive Director to
make recommendati ons concerni ng policy devel opnent.

The Comm ttee shall serve as a peer review conmttee for
executing its responsibilities as established in 49 USC
860115. Peer reviews conducted by the Commttee shall be
treated for purposes of all Federal laws relating to risk
assessnent and peer review (including |aws that take effect
after Cctober 12, 1996) as neeting any peer review

requi renents of such | aws.

5. Membership.

a. The Comm ttee shall be conposed of 15 nenbers, each
of whom shall be appointed by the Secretary, after
consultation with public and private agencies
concerned with the technical aspect of the
transportation of gas or the operation of pipeline
facilities. Menbers shall be appointed on the basis
of their experience in the safety regul ation of the
transportation of gas and of pipeline facilities, or
their training, experience, or know edge in one or
nore fields of engineering applied in the
transportation of gas or the operation of pipeline
facilities to evaluate gas pipeline safety
standards, as foll ows:

1. Fi ve nmenbers shall be selected from Federal
State, or local governnental agencies, and two of
the five shall be State conm ssioners sel ected
after consultation with representatives of the
nati onal organi zation of State comm ssions;

2. Fi ve nmenbers shall be selected fromthe natura
gas industry, after consultation with industry
representatives, and not |ess than three of the
four shall be currently engaged in the active
operation of natural gas pipelines, and at | east
one of these shall have education, background or
experience in risk assessnent and cost-benefit
anal ysi s; and

3. Fi ve nmenbers shall be selected fromthe general
public, including two nenbers who have educati on,

April 2, 1998



Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee Page 3

background, or experience in environnental
protection or public safety, and at |east one of

t hese shall have education, background or
experience in risk assessnent and cost-benefit
analysis. At |east one of the nenbers shall have
no financial interests in the pipeline, petroleum
or natural gas industries.

b. Wthin the statutory limtations, the nmenbership
shall be fairly balanced in ternms of the points of
vi ew represented; the advice and recommendati ons of
the Commttee shall be the result of its independent
j udgnment (FACA, section 5(b)(2) and (3)).

C. Menbers are appointed for a termof three years
except that a nenber may serve until his successor
i's appointed, but for not nore than a total of six
years.

6. Appointment of Officers. At the first neeting of each cal endar
year, the Executive Director shall appoint a Chairman and
Vice Chairman, and the Commttee shall, by mgjority vote of
the nenbers present, elect a Secretary.

7. Meetings and Procedures.

a. Calling meetings. The Executive Director shall approve in
advance the scheduling and agenda of each Commttee
meeti ng (FACA, section 10(f)). The Commttee may
recomend agenda itens to the Executive Director. A
desi gnated officer or enployee of the Federal
government shall attend each Commttee neeting, and is
authorized to adjourn the neeting whenever he or she
determnes it to be in the public interest (FACA,
section 10(e)).

b. Presding at meetings. The Chairnman shall preside at al
nmeetings of the Conmittee and of the Executive
Comm ttee, except that the Executive Director or his or
her del egate may preside whenever the Conmttee is, at
the request of a DOT official, advising DOT on matters
ot her than notices of proposed rul emaki ng. The Vice
Chai rman shall assune and performthe duties of the
Chairman in the event of his or her absence. A
majority of the current nmenbers of the Comm ttee nust
be present at a neeting to performthe Commttee's
statutory duties.

c. Dutiesof Secretary. The Comm ttee Secretary shall, as
directed by the Chairman, nonitor records, sumarize
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activities, prepare and process letter ballots, and
prepare reports for subm ssion to the Executive
Director. 1In the absence of the Secretary, the

Chai rman appoi nts a nmenber of the Commttee to perform
the duties of the Secretary.

Notices of meetings. Notice of each Comm ttee neeting shal
be published in the Federal Register at |east 15 days
i n advance of the neeting, except in enmergency
situations. Oher fornms of notice are to be used to
the extent practicable (FACA, section 10(a)(2)).

Frequency of Committee meetings. The Conmittee generally neets
at | east tw ce each cal endar year. In addition,

Commi ttee nenbers may be polled or asked for comrents
on notices of proposed rul emaking or other natters at
any tinme without formally assenbling at one pl ace.

Public participation. Each Committee neeting shall be open to
the public except where the Executive Director
determines in witing that the neeting, or a portion

t hereof, shall be closed for one of the reasons
specified in 5 U S.C. 552b© (FACA, section 10(a)(1l) and
(d)). Public participation in the neeting may be
limted by reasonable rules (FACA section 10(a)(3)).

Minutess. M nutes of each Commttee neeting shall be kept
and certified to by the Commttee Chairman. The

m nutes shall contain a record of the persons
participating, a conplete and accurate description of
the matters di scussed and concl usi ons reached, and
copies of all reports received, issued, or approved by
the Commttee (FACA, section 10(c)).

Availability of records. The records, reports, mnutes, and

ot her docunents of the Conmttee shall be available for
public inspection and copying at the Ofice of Pipeline
Safety, 400 Seventh Street, S.W, Washington, D.C
20590, subject to the Freedomof Information Act, 5

U S. C 552 (FACA, section 10(b)).

8. Compensation. Menbers of the Commttee shall not be
conpensated. However, all nenbers, while away fromtheir
homes or regul ar places of business, shall be allowed travel
expenses, including per diemin |lieu of subsistence.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Duration of the Committee. Under the provisions of the NGPSA,
the Commttee' s purposes are continuing in nature; therefore,
the Commttee has an indefinite duration. The Commttee
itself nust be renewed at successive two-year intervals by
the appropriate action of the Secretary (FACA, section
14(c)).

Administrative Support. The Executive Director is responsible
for providing office space, equipnment, supplies, clerical
hel p, and other adm nistrative and financial support for the
Comm ttee.

Annual Operating Cost. Esti mated annual operating cost is
approxi mately $20,000 for travel and recording the

proceedi ngs, plus about one-eighth person-year of staff
support. This anpunt also covers |imted conference
managenent support for Conmttee neetings being provided by a
contractor.

Public Interest. The formation and use of the Technical Pipeline
Safety Standards Commttee is determned to be in the public
interest in connection with the performance of duties inposed
on DOT by law. In fact, the NGPSA specifically requires DOT
to submt all proposed gas pipeline safety standards to the
Comm ttee as part of the proceedings for the promul gation of
such standards.

Filing Date. February 26, 1998. This is the effective date of
the charter which will expire two years fromthat date unless
term nat ed sooner.
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